
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTIONS

S.J.R. No. 4

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment providing for the issuance of additional general obligation
bonds by the Texas Water Development Board.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Article III, Texas Constitution, is amended by adding Section 49-d-11 to
read as follows:

Sec. 49-d-11. (a) In addition to the bonds authorized by the other provisions of this
article, the Texas Water Development Board may issue general obligation bonds, at its
determination and on a continuing basis, for one or more accounts of the Texas Water
Development Fund II in amounts such that the aggregate principal amount of the bonds
issued by the board under this section that are outstanding at any time does not exceed $6
billion.

(b) Section 49-d-8 of this article applies to the bonds authorized by this section. The
limitation in Section 49-d-8 of this article that the Texas Water Development Board may
not issue bonds in excess of the aggregate principal amount of previously authorized bonds
does not apply to the bonds authorized by and issued under this section.

(c) A limitation on the percentage of state participation in any single project imposed by
this article does not apply to a project funded with the proceeds of bonds issued under the
authority of this section or Section 49-d-8 of this article.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at
an election to be held November 8, 2011. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment providing for the issuance of
additional general obligation bonds by the Texas Water Development Board in an amount not
to exceed $6 billion at any time outstanding."

Adopted by the Senate on April 28, 2011: Yeas 30, Nays 1; adopted by the House on
May 5, 2011: Yeas 141, Nays 1, two present not voting.

Filed with the Secretary of State May 9, 2011.

S.J.R. No. 9

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the governor to grant a pardon to a person who
successfully completes a term of deferred adjudication community supervision.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Subsection (b), Section 11, Article IV, Texas Constitution, is amended to

read as follows:
(b) In all criminal cases, except treason and impeachment, the Governor shall have power,

after conviction or successful completion of a term of deferred adjudication community
supervision, on the written signed recommendation and advice of the Board of Pardons and
Paroles, or a majority thereof, to grant reprieves and commutations of punishment and
pardons; and under such rules as the Legislature may prescribe, and upon the written
recommendation and advice of a majority of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, he shall have
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the power to remit fines and forfeitures. The Governor shall have the power to grant one
reprieve in any capital case for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days; and he shall have
power to revoke conditional pardons. With the advice and consent of the Legislature, he may
grant reprieves, commutations of punishment and pardons in cases of treason.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at
an election to be held November 8, 2011. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the governor to grant a
pardon to a person who successfully completes a term of deferred adjudication community
supervision."

Adopted by the Senate on March 23, 2011: Yeas 31, Nays 0; adopted by the House on
May 23, 2011: Yeas 135, Nays 7, two present not voting.

Filed with the Secretary of State May 27, 2011.

SJ.R. No. 14

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption from ad
valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the residence homestead of the surviving spouse
of a 100 percent or totally disabled veteran.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Section 1-b, Article VIII, Texas Constitution, is amended by adding

Subsections (j) and (k) to read as follows:
U) The legislature by general law may provide that the surviving spouse of a 100 percent

or totally disabled veteran who qualified for an exemption in accordance with Subsection (i)
of this section from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the disabled
veteran's residence homestead when the disabled veteran died is entitled to an exemption
from ad valorem taxation of the same portion of the market value of the same property to
which the disabled veteran's exemption applied if-

(1) the surviving spouse has not remarried since the death of the disabled veteran; and
(2) the property:

(A) was the residence homestead of the surviving spouse when the disabled veteran
died; and

(B) remains the residence homestead of the surviving spouse.
(k) The legislature by general law may provide that if a surviving spouse who qualifies for

an exemption in accordance with Subsection 6i) of this section subsequently qualifies a
different property as the surviving spouse's residence homestead, the surviving spouse is
entitled to an exemption from ad valorem taxation of the subsequently qualified homestead
in an amount equal to the dollar amount of the exemption from ad valorem taxation of the
former homestead in accordance with Subsection () of this section in the last year in which
the surviving spouse received an exemption in accordance with that subsection for that
homestead if the surviving spouse has not remarried since the death of the disabled veteran.

SECTION 2. The following temporary provision is added to the Texas Constitution:
TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies to the constitutional

amendment proposed by the 82nd Legislature, Regular Session, 2011, authorizing the
legislature to provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market
value of the residence homestead of the surviving spouse of a 100 percent or totally disabled
veteran.

(b) Sections 1-b() and (k), Article VIII, of this constitution take effect January 1, 2012,
and apply only to a tax year beginning on or after that date.

(c) This temporary provision expires January 1, 2013.
SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at

an election to be held November 8, 2011. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or
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